
Residents unhappy 
with regional concept 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Former lieutenant governor candidate 
Robbie Mills of Henderson County is 
one of several lawmakers behind pro-
posed legislation that could bring dri-
ver's license services back to every 
county in the commonwealth. 

Senate Bill 91 would make it easier for 
residents to get and renew a license, but 
Crittenden County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom doesn’t believe the plan 
will get enough support in the General 
Assembly to change anything.  

Four years ago, Kentucky lawmakers 
voted to consolidate licensing services 
into regional centers. Rural Kentuck-
ians have been bearing a great deal of 
heartache and inconvenience because of 
the move. Before, licensing was handled 
in each county at the circuit clerk’s of-
fice. Now, people in Crittenden and Liv-
ingston counties have to travel to 
nearby regional centers, the closest 
being in Paducah and Madisonville.  

Lines are long and if you don’t have 
the correct documents or paperwork, 
you’ve wasted sometimes a two-hour 
round trip, local residents say. 

“I can’t imagine anyone supporting 
what we have now,” Newcom said, but 
“what I am hearing is it’s not going to 
make it.” 

Proposed legislation would require the 
Transportation Cabinet to expand driver 
licensing services so that every senate 
district has at least one center, and 

every county has its own if county 
clerks agree to it. The clerks would be 
able to issue operators licenses and 
“Real IDs”. 

Crittenden County Clerk Daryl Tabor 
says the state clerk’s association ap-
pears to be undecided whether it would 
support or oppose the plan. If this legis-
lation is approved, he believes clerks will 
eventually be required to administer li-
censing services.  

Ella Travis is 23 years old and has a 
job in Marion. She’s had a driver’s per-

mit for more than three years, but never 
completed the paperwork and require-
ments to get a full driver’s license. 

“Because of a car accident when I was 
young, I have just been afraid of doing 
it,” she said.  

A few weeks ago, she realized the per-
mit was about to expire. Travis also 
needed to update the address on her 
temporary permit.  

“I got online and that was hard 
enough to figure out,” she said, then 
there was a trip to Paducah’s regional li-
censing center as part of the process.  

“I don’t have my own vehicle, so I have 
to rely on someone to take me down 
there. I was in line for two hours. I had 
to take off work to go do it and lost 
about $60 off my paycheck.” 

Now, Travis has decided to get her full 
license. She needs to go back to Padu-
cah or Madisonville in a few days, which 
will mean another full day off work.  

“It also makes me nervous having to 
take the driving test in Paducah, a city 
I’m not familiar with. I live in Salem and 
we don’t even have a stop light,” she 
said. 

Travis applauds the idea proposed by 
some lawmakers to bring licensing back 
to the community.  

“It would make a world of difference 
for the older people and the teens get-
ting their licenses for the first time, too,” 
she said. 

Marion’s Dena Southerland’s grand-
son had to make three trips to get his li-
cense, and Laura Bull has taken her 
son from Crittenden County to Paducah 

 
See LICENSE/page 10 

Time to Spring Ahead 
   Daylight Saving Time officially 
begins in the wee hours of the 
morning Sunday. You’ll need to 
move your clocks ahead by one 
hour before going to bed Saturday 
night, March 9 in order to meet the 
formal change at 2 a.m., Sunday. 
Your smartphones will automatically 
make the move. Daylight Saving 
Time will continue to be observed 
until Nov. 3. 
 

Insurance Tax Discussion  
Crittenden County Fiscal Court 

will meet in special session at 3:30 
p.m., Friday at the county office 
complex to discuss a number of 
items, including an amendment to 
the county insurance tax ordi-
nance. The county’s budget com-
mittee has proposed raising the 
insurance tax from 2% to 4%. 
 

Hayride Saturday at Fohs 
   Cutter and Cash and The Ken-
tucky Grass present their biannual 
Old Kentucky Hayride starting at 7 
p.m., Saturday at Fohs Hall. A music 
and variety show, the local band 
uses the event to raise money for 
Crittenden County Food Bank. Cut-
ter and Cash and The Kentucky 
Grass will be performing for the last 
time in front of a hometown crowd 
before they appear on the Grand 
Ole Opry in April. Tickets to the 
Hayride are available by calling 
270-704-5296 or 270-704-2591. 
 

Waste tire days this week 
   Crittenden County will be accept-
ing waste tires on three straight 
days beginning Thursday. Tire col-
lection will be at the County Road 
Department next to the County 
Convenience Center. Drop off is 
from 8 a.m., to 3:30 p.m., Thursday 
and Friday and from 8 a.m., to noon 
on Saturday. Any Kentucky resident 
is eligible to participate in this pro-
gram with the exception of tire re-
tailers, scrap or salvage yards and 
recycling facilities. See further in-
formation about what type of tires 
are not accepted on page 8 of this 
week’s issue. 
 
 
 
 

Big Frankfort Figures 
   Kentucky General Assembly is 
now in session and the deadline has 
passed to file any new bills. This 
year, lawmakers have filed the high-
est number ever. Also setting a 
record in January was spending by 
registered lobbying groups. Ken-
tucky Chamber of Commerce was 
the biggest spender. Here are the 
figures: 
New Legislation Proposed       1,220 
Bills Filed in the House              838 
Bills Filed in the Senate              382 
Lobbying spending January  $2.98M 
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 By the Numbers 

CCHS baseball, softball start next week | Page 9 

Plan to bring driver’s licensing back 
to counties may be too fragile to win

The first new school built here in more than 25 years is officially under construction on the 
middle school campus. Pictured at last week’s groundbreaking ceremony were (from left) 
CCMS principal Kara Turley, Board of Education Chairman Chris Cook, CCMS student council 
representatives Aliza Maraman and Jayden Jones and Superintendent Tonya Driver.

Ella Travis has an updated driving permit 
in her hand. She said it was tougher than 
expected to get it and cost her an extra 
$60 in lost time from work.

Formal start 
for $11 million  
middle school 
 
STAFF REPORT 

Crittenden County Middle 
School students witnessing a 
ceremonial ground breaking 
Feb. 28 will be walking the 
halls of a new $11 million 
building two years from now. 

With a 72-year-old middle 
school and the construction 
site before them, students 
looked on as school officials of-
ficially blessed the project, ex-
pected to be ready to welcome 
students in the fall of 2025. 

“The board has relentlessly 
pushed to make this project a 
reality,” Superintendent Tonya 
Driver told students and spe-
cial guests. “As we celebrate 
this monumental accomplish-
ment for our students, educa-
tors and community, we look 
forward to a future in public 
education that invests in Crit-
tenden County’s core values of 
excellence, relationships, tradi- 
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STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden Community 

Hospital has been approved 
for a designation change, and 
on March 15 it plans to tran-
sition from an in-patient 
Acute Care facility to a Rural 
Emergency Hospital. 

This new designation has 
been available for only 14 
months and Crittenden will 
be the nation’s 23rd hospital 
to embrace the switch. It will 
be the first in Kentucky. 

Designed by congress to 
help small, rural communi-
ties to remain financially vi-

able amid a challenging and 
rapidly-evolving healthcare 
environment, Rural Emer-
gency Hospital (REH) status 
will allow Crittenden Com-
munity Hospital (CCH) to re-
ceive around $3.2 million 
annually and to receive a 
five-percent increase for serv-
ices rendered to Medicare pa-
tients. 

In return, CCH will give up 
acute in-patient and 
swingbed services but will 
still be able to keep patients 
in observation beds, which 
have a shorter length of stay 
in the hospital. The change 
will largely affect part-time 
and as-needed employees. 

Hospital CEO Shawn 
Bright said residents and pa-

tients likely will not notice a 
great deal of change in serv-
ices, but the financial bene-
fits will strengthen the 
hospital’s position. CCH was 
purchased by the for-profit 
company Rural Health Group 
in 2018. The group owns four 
hospitals and manages oth-
ers. This will be the group’s 
first REH-designated hospi-
tal. 

“Our goal is to be here, and 
provide access to quality 
care,” Bright said. “When a 
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School Board

Hospital converts to Rural Emergency status
To earn $3 million in annual subsidies and 5% more in 

Medicare reimbursements, Crittenden Community  
Hospital makes move to new designation



Adams 
Roger Wayne Adams, 

76, of Fredonia died 
Wednesday, Feb. 28, 
2024 at Continue Care of 
Western Baptist Hospital 
at Padu-
cah. 

He was a 
retired line-
man for 
K e n e r g y 
C o r p o r a -
tion and 
served in 
the United 
States Army 
during the 
Vietnam era. 
He attended 
Emmaus Bap-
tist and Bethel 
Baptist Churches. He 
was a fan of UK basket-
ball and the St. Louis 
Cardinals and enjoyed 
acquiring antiques and 
collectibles. 

Surviving are two  
daughters, Lisa Fox of 
Benton and Brooke 
Adams of Hardin; three 
sons, Stacey Adams of 
Eddyville, Rodney (Whit-
ney) Adams of Benton, 
and Jake Adams of Kut-
tawa; and four grandchil-
dren, Nikki Adams, Trace 
Adams, Kenyan Fox and 
Kollin Fox. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
James and Willie Mae 
Travis Adams; a brother, 
Johnnie Adams; and a 
sister, Suzie Phillips. 

Services were Sunday, 
March 3 at Myers Fu-
neral Home with burial 
in Mapleview Cemetery.  
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Guess shares Greek influence 
Crittenden County art historian Kathleen Guess dis-
cussed characteristics of Greek art and architec-
ture Feb. 27 to a group of about 20 individuals. 
Examples of classic, ancient Greece art and its im-
portance and influence on Western culture were 
shared during a Fireside Chat sponsored by the 
Community Arts Foundation. 

Group mission: Makes pillowcases  
Four members of the Woman's Club of Marion participated in the General Federation 
of Women's Club Community Service project called the One Million Pillowcase Chal-
lenge. Members made pillowcases and laundry bags which will go to the Millitary 
Mission in Lexington. From left are Kathy Bechler, Roberta Shewmaker, Carolyn Belt 
and Gladys Brown. Military Mission sends care packages to deployed troops in 
order to provide a touch of home.

FBLA competitors earn state bid 
Several Crittenden County FBLA members are state-bound after competition Feb. 
29 at Murray State. Taylor Haire earned first place in agribusiness and third place in 
local chapter scrapbook. Allie Beard won first place in healthcare administration. 
Winning second place was Macie Conger for local chapter virtual scrapbook and in-
troduction to business communications. Jasmine Wooley earned second place in 
human resource management. All participants pictured with advisor Misty Tinsley 
are (front from left) Jordan Potter, Rianna Maness, Taylor Haire, Maddie Travis, Mor-
gan Stewart, Elle McDaniel, Jasmine Wooley (second row) Raleigh Smith, Emme 
Lynch, Laney Hunt, Anna Boone, Andrea Federico, Elliot Evans, (third row) Carson 
Yates, Quaid Cook-Brown, Brayden Poindexter, Hayden Hildebrand, Asa McCord, 
Macie Conger, Allie Beard, Cheyenne Starkey and Lacey Boone.

Cumberland River 
Homes (CRH) of Salem 
earned a deficiency-free 
assessment  in January 
after a quality assurance 
review conducted by the 
Division of Developmen-
tal and Intellectual Dis-
abilities. The process 
ensures the facility, 
which  approve the facil-
ity for a two-year exten-
sion of Medicaid 
certification.   

Cumberland River 
Homes’ examinations are 

conducted by the Divi-
sion of Developmental 
and Intellectual Disabil-
ities.  

Cumberland River 
Homes, located on 
Hayden Avenue in 
Salem, is a non-profit or-
ganization that began in 
2004 with a vision by 
Sandy Barnes of Pinck-
neyville. It offers loving 
homes, jobs and care for 
individuals with intellec-
tual and developmental 
disabilities.

CRH scores big on quality 
assurance assessement

McEuen earns 
50-year award 
Everett “Randy” Randal 

McEuen was presented 
with a 50-year Past 
Master Award during a 
recent ceremony at the 
M.L. McClelland Lodge 
No. 357 in Hobart, Ind. 
His wife Sharon and 
three children were pres-
ent. 

The presentation was 
made by his son, 2023 
Worshipful Master Scott 
Randal McEuen. 

McEuen and his 
brother Bruce were 
raised by their grand-
mother, Lena Brown 
McEuen, near Freedom 
School in Crittenden 
County, after their par-
ents Everett and Lorene 
died of tuberculosis in 
1944 and 1945. 

McEuen graduated 
from Marion High School 
in 1953 and has lived in 
Hobart since 1961. He 
and his wife have been 
married for 65 years. 

Randal and Sharon 
McEuen

FVB honors long-time employees 
Between them, Cindy Cruce and Rhonda Beavers de-
voted 74 years to small town banking. Their employer 
during those years, Fredonia Valley Bank, honored 
their careers with a celebration March 1. Cruce worked 
at Fredonia Valley Bank for 45 years and Beavers 29. 
Both reside in Crittenden County. 



Crittenden County first 
graders got a lot more 
than they bargained for 
during a Love Makes the 
World Go ‘Round” project 
this winter. They got a 
cultural geography les-
son with the receipt of 
572 pieces of mail. 

A Facebook request for 
mail went international. 
In fact, students received 
mail from all 50 state and 
all seven continents. 

“We received post-
cards, pamphlets, Valen-
tine cards, stickers, an 
Army patch and even 
some homemade ele-
phants from Thailand,” 
said student teacher 
Alexis Long, who helped 
develop the project. 

“We don’t know how it 
was shared in some 
places or why we got mail 
from some of the coun-
tries, but it brought us so 
much joy,” said teacher 
Mollie Tabor. 

Long said classroom 
leaders walked to the 
school mailbox with their 
teacher to retrieve mail, 
which became quite a 
positive daily task. Once 
letters were opened and 
read, their origins were 
charted on a world map 

in the first-grade hall-
way. 

They got a postcard de-
picting diamond mining 
in Arkansas,  a note from 
a Sunday school class in 
Guam, letters from gov-
ernors, pecos from Mex-
ico, a postcard from the 

North Pole and maga-
zines and brochures tell-
ing about attractions in 
several states. 

“It allowed them to 
connect with places were 
some of them had family 
and see places some had 
been like Florida,” Long 

said.  
“The kids were so ex-

cited,” Tabor said, ex-
pressing thankfulness for 
community involvement 
that started the chain re-
action to result in such a 
far-reaching project.
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Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

meetings in this free, weekly community calendar.

Thursday, March 7 
• Line dancing class is at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Citizens Center. 
• Friends Forever will meet at 5:30 p.m., at the Exten-
sion Annex.  
Monday, March 11 
• A cancer support group will be held at 10 a.m., in the 
meeting room of the Crittenden County Public Library. 
The group meets the second Monday of each month. 
Tuesday, March 12  
• Crittenden County Extension Service’s Quilt Club will 
meet at 1 p.m., at the Extension Annex. 
• Crittenden County’s After Hours Homemakers will 
meet at 5 p.m., at the Extension Office. 
Wednesday, March 12   
• Crittenden County Challengers Homemakers will 
meet at noon at the Extension Annex.  
Thursday, March 14 
• Crittenden County High School SBDM will meet at 
3:30 p.m., in the high school library. 
• Marion’s VFW post located at 412 N. College St., in-
vites veterans to attend a monthly meeting with a meal 
to follow at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday, March 16 
• An Easter breakfast will be held at 9 a.m., March 16 
at Crittenden County Health & Rehab. 
Tuesday, March 19 
• Crittenden County Elementary School SBDM will 
meet at 4 p.m., in the high school library.  

Holding some of their favorite pieces of mail received during the first grade’s “Love 
Makes the World Go Round” campaign are (kneeling) Allie Phelps and Zander McFar-
land, (standing from left) Brayton Brown, Brighton Guess, Zaylie Tinsley and Weston 
Gilkey.

First grade project attracts 
international letters & more

HOSPITAL 
Continued from page 1 
patient needs to be 

transferred, we will find a 
higher level of care for 
them.” 

He said that’s typically 
about the way things 
have been operating for 
many years here. The 
emergency room, operat-
ing room, laboratory and 
diagnostics departments 
will all remain in place, 
the designation change 
does not affect any out-
patient services. There 
will be no change in oper-
ations at Family Practice 
Clinic. Bright said plans 
are to focus on expand-
ing out-patient services 
and the clinic. 

“It’s a whole lot like 
what we do right now,” 
Bright adds. “We antici-
pate minimal effect on 
full-time staff.” 

The hospital’s as-
needed and part-time 
labor costs are more than 
$1 million annually. That 
figure will be reduced sig-
nificantly, Bright said. 

Medicare reimburse-
ments will go from 98 
percent of cost of care – 
which is where it’s been 
for nearly 10 years – to 
103 percent of cost of 
care. Additionally, the 
hospital will receive a fa-
cility fee from the federal 
government amounting 
to about $266,000 every 
month. Almost half of 
CCH patient services are 
paid through either Med-
icaid or Medicare.  

While eliminating the 
swingbed unit is required 
as part of this new des-
ignation, Bright said 
plans are to seek certifi-
cation for a Skilled Nurs-
ing Facility (SNF) that 
would allow the hospital 
to provide short-term, 
skilled rehabilitation 
which would be very sim-
ilar to the swingbed unit. 
Swingbed is a Medicare-
approved skilled-nursing 
option that provides a 
stable, therapeutic envi-
ronment where patients 
can recover over short 
periods.  

Under the new destina-
tion, annual average hos-
pital stays per individual 
cannot be longer than 24 
hours. Bright explains 
that patients who need to 
stay in recovery for more 
than a day will be able to. 
Short ER visits, some of 
which might be only a 

couple of hours, will help 
balance the hospital’s pa-
tient-stay average over 
the course of a year, and 
keeping it in compliance 
with the new designation.  

Congress established 
the REH designation in 
2020 as part of the Con-
solidated Appropriations 
Act in response to the 
loss of essential health-
care services in rural 
areas due to hospital clo-
sures.  

More than 150 rural 
hospitals closed or con-
verted services between 
January 2010 and No-
vember 2023. Ad-
ditionally, 453 facilities 
had been identified as fi-
nancially vulnerable 
rural hospitals at risk of 
closing, including Crit-
tenden. The REH des-
ignation became effective 
in January of last year. 
For Crittenden County, it 
will basically signal the 
end to long-term, in-pa-
tient care. Otherwise, 
local hospital officials say 
there shouldn’t be an in-
credibly noticeable differ-
ence in operations.  

“The goal of this des-
ignation is to stabilize 
emergency services for 
hospitals in rural com-
munities,” Bright said. 

He adds that CCH 
plans to seek an ad-
ditional designation 
which would establish 
this hospital as an Emer-
gency Room Trauma 
Center. 

In light of the transi-
tion to REH, Crittenden 
County Judge-Executive 
Perry Newcom doesn’t ex-
pect to see a big differ-
ence in the way the 
hospital delivers health-
care.  

“The way it has been 
explained to me, they’ve 
had some trouble finding 
enough nurses,” Newcom 
said. “This will help those 
labor issues. 

“As far as the way it 
will be operated, I don’t 
know how much acute 
care they have actually 
been providing anyway. 
Most extended stays 
wind up going some-
where bigger as it is.” 

For many years, CCH 
has been a 48-bed medi-
cal, surgical, pediatric 
provider of care for acute 
and chronic illnesses. 
Only hospitals with 50 or 
fewer beds can qualify for 
the new REH designa-
tion.

Chamber wants to  
draw eclipse visitors 

Plans for a local view-
ing party during the April 
8 solar eclipse are con-
tinuing to take shape. 
The Crittenden County 
Chamber of Commerce is 
hosting a tailgate party 
at Marion City-County 
Park. 

Vendors are welcome 
to set up during the 
event, and visitors from 
around the region are in-
vited to Marion, which 
the Chamber is promot-
ing as the closest point to 
totality.  

Through local and re-
gional advertising, the  
organization is encourag-
ing visitors to make a day 
out of the viewing party 
by enjoying the free ferry 
across the Ohio River 
and visiting Amish 
greenhouses, the Clem-
ent Mineral Museum and 
local retailers. 

The Chamber will part-
ner with Marion Tourism 
to promote the event and 
purchase protective 
glasses for Chamber 
members.



Mattoon VFD adds tanker 
 

Mattoon Volunteer Fire Department 
has added a tanker to its fleet. The 
truck came from a Maine agency. 

The tanker is equipped with an 
1,800-gallon tank. It will replace an 
older tanker owned by the department. 

 
 

High number of bills aimed 
at changing constitution 

An unusual number of bills aimed at 
changing the Kentucky Constitution 
have been introduced in the General 
Assembly and Kentucky voters in No-
vember may get a chance to endorse a 
few of them. 

Kentucky lawmakers have introduced 
at least 20 bills to establish constitu-
tional amendments. The number of 
constitutional amendments allowed on 
any one ballot is capped at four.  

The Courier-Journal newspaper re-
ports that this session's list of consti-
tutional amendments is a lot longer 
than legislators have seen in 20-plus 
years. 

"People every session will come up 
with a constitutional amendment, but 
not like what's happening now," Rep. 
Derrick Graham, D-Frankfort told The 
Courier Journal. 

As expected, changing the constitu-
tion requires a great deal of support. 
Sixty percent of each chamber must 
approve the proposal. Then it goes to 
the ballot in the next general election.  

Voters in 2020 approved an amend-
ment to make Marsy’s Law part of the 
constitution. It added certain crime 
victims’ rights into law. A couple of 
years ago, Kentuckians had questions 
on the ballot about abortion rights and 

the length of its legislative sessions. 
Typically, the C-J reports, voters are 

more likely to oppose changing the 
constitution unless there is an over-
whelming reason. 

Among proposals that could come 
out of the legislature this session 
aimed at altering the constitution in-
clude bills that would prohibit non-
U.S. citizens from voting; would move 
state elections for positions like the 
governor, attorney general and other 
constitutional officers to even-num-
bered years; require all voting system 
equipment to be produced in the U.S.; 
allow convicted felons, with some ex-
ceptions, to vote starting three years 
after completing their prison, proba-
tion and parole terms; establish a Citi-
zens Redistricting Commission 
consisting of 13 members randomly 
selected by the Secretary of State and 
creates a redistricting plan for the 
state; development of a process where 
people can propose laws that they 
want to see on the ballot; allow law-
makers to extend the legislative ses-
sions beyond the usual constitutionally 
required dates and call itself into spe-
cial session; whether the state should 
fund non-public schools like charter 
schools; and a plan to prevent prop-
erty tax increases for homeowners 65 
and older. 

There are other bills promoting con-
stitutional amendments that appear to 
have a lesser chance of gaining leg-
islative support, according to the 
Courier-Journal. Those are a proposi-
tion to legalize possession, sale and 
use of marijuana for anyone 21 or 
older; prohibit slavery as a punishment 
for a crime; and establish a constitu-
tional right to a healthy environment, 
including clean air and water.   

 

Mapleview Cemetery will 
begin mowing season; all 
unauthorized items must go 

Area residents with loved ones 
buried at Mapleview Cemetery are 
being alerted that items on the ground 
in front of monuments will be removed 
during mowing season. 

By Easter, which is March 31, all fig-
urines, flower vases and other items 
placed on the grass should be re-
moved in advance of mowing season.  

According to the cemetery’s bylaws, 
only shepherds hooks and concrete 
benches may be placed on the grass. 
Any flower arrangements or vases 
must be placed on monuments or will 
be removed by mowing contractor. 

Mowing expenses at Mapleview 
Cemetery are $1,700 for each mowing, 
which is performed every seven to 10 
days. 

 

Clerk’s auto inspection 
finds clean bill of health 

An inspection of 2023 motor vehicle 
transactions made through Crittenden 
County Clerk's Office wrapped up ear-
lier this week with no reported find-
ings. 

Early each year, the Auditor of Public 
Accounts reviews all 120 Kentucky 
county clerks' motor vehicle records to 
ensure accuracy and uncover potential 
fraud. The auditor looks at taxes and 
licenses collected for and distributed 
to the state. This year's analysis 
looked at almost $1.28 million in 
state-related fees and taxes. 

"We're very proud of the accurate 
and honest work we do here on behalf 
of all Crittenden Countians," said 
County Clerk Daryl Tabor. "Our front 
line staff are to credit for the contin-
ued clean audits." 

Later this year, state auditors will 
look at other financial aspects of the 
office related to fees and taxes that 
made up the $2.51 million budget. 

For 2022, the county clerk qualified 
for an abbreviated audit that saves 
taxpayers thousands of dollars over a 
full inspection. Tabor has again ap-

plied for this money-saving agreed-
upon procedures (AUP) to look at 2023 
financial records. 

While clerks and sheriffs can qualify 
for an AUP for up to three years in a 
row if no findings are reported, a full 
audit must be completed every four 
years at minimum. 

 

Farmer & Foodie in area 
The cast and crew from KET’s The 

Farmer & The Foodie was in Princeton 
for two days this week to tape an 
episode at Newsom’s Old Mill Store on 
Main Street. 

The Farmer & The Foodie is a KET 
series that follows hosts Maggie Keith 
(the farmer) and Lindsey McClave (the 
foodie) as they explore Kentucky, talk-
ing with farmers and food producers 
and learning about the ingredients be-
hind the delicious dishes they create 
each week. 

The Farmer & The Foodie episode, 
which is scheduled to air in January 
2025, explores the Newsom family’s 
smoking traditions at its Old Mill Store, 
learning the story behind the family’s 
country hams and other meats that 
have been made at the Princeton site 
for more than 100 years. 

  

McConnell to step down 
Mitch McConnell has 

announced that he will 
step down as Senate 
Republican leader in 
November. 

McConnell, 82, was 
cagey enough in his 
announcement to leave 
room for guessing 
about whether he 
might seek another term in 2026, re-
ports the Associated Press. Those who 
know him well are coming down on 
both sides of that question, but most 
believe he will not seek re-election to 
the Senate. 

McConnell is Kentucky’s longest-
serving senator and won his seventh 
six-year term in 2020. He has wielded 
great influence over the years as sen-
ate majority leader and minor leader, 
depending on which party has been in 
power. 
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 50 YEARS AGO 
March 7, 2074 
n For the first time in many years, the na-
tion’s farmers were asked to make an all 
out effort to increase their output of food-
stuffs, especially grains.A developing fer-
tilizer shortage made the government 
request harder to meet and was ex-
pected to raise the price of foods grown 
that year. Fertilizer was costing the 
farmer about twice than it did the prior 
year. 
n Donna Hodge, a freshman at Critten-
den County High School, received a su-
perior rating in the concerto division of 
the KMEA and KMTA piano contest at 
Murray State. She played the “Greig 
Piano Concerto.” She played a portion of 
the concerto for a Women’s Club of Mar-
ion entry in the contest judging. 
n Eight people were honored at the Crit-
tenden County Conservation District 
awards dinner at the Marion Café. Rec-
ognized at the dinner were Lee Etta 
Faith, Cynthia Hendrix, Mary Katherine 
Chandler, Helen Jane Jones, Jerry 
Cloyd, B.A. Phillips, Howard Wheeler and 
Beverly Herrin.  
 

25 YEARS AGO 
March 11, 1999 
n A safety seminar in the parking lot of 
Crittenden County High School was de-
signed to show student drivers the possi-
ble dangers of hanging out in the 
“No-Zone”. The zone represented danger 
areas around trucks where crashes were 
likely to happen. The shaded areas on 
the trailer roughly depicted danger areas. 
The program educated people about the 
blind spots that truckers dealt with by ex-
hibiting its seven trailers across the na-
tion. 
n 4-H’ers showed a wide variety at their 
annual county variety show. Members of 

the Blast Off Blues 4-H Club won top club 
prize at the show and Robert Holloman 
and Jesse McDowell were crowned king 
and queen at the program. Specialty act 
winners were Kaylyn Herrin, John Brant-
ley, Robert Holloman, and Jeremy Bink-
ley for their short skit called “Motorcycle 
Gang.” 
n Mandy Gardner’s kindergarten class 
participated in a wedding of sorts at Crit-
tenden County Elementary School. Since 
“Q”, the groom, who rarely stands without 
“U,” the bride. The ceremony was used to 
symbolize the joining of the two letters in 
the English language. “Kindergarteners 
need something concrete rather than ab-
stract to remember their letters," said 
Gardner. She went on to say that all of 
the letters in the alphabet were presented 
to students by some form of visual effect.  

 10 YEARS AGO 
March 6, 2014 
n Kentucky Department of Highways 
maintenance employee Austin Turley of 
Marion called for a wrecker after his plow 
and salt rig went into a ditch along Ky. 70 
in the Mexico community. As winter 
struck again in early March, the number 
of missed school days was up to 15. 
n Crittenden County Elementary School 
fifth-grader Audrey Croft portrayed Abigal 
Adams for third-grader Pen Paris as part 
of a class history lesson on the Revolu-
tionary War that culminated in allowing 
students to dress as a historical charac-
ter from that era. 
n Phillip Parish, a Crittenden County 
farmer, directed a $2,500 donation from 
Monsanto’s America’s Farmers Grow 
Communities program to Cali Cares, a 
local charity run by the Parish family that 
provides blankets for cancer patients. 
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

Homeschooling 
misconceptions 
To the Editor: 

I am writing this letter to 
the editor regarding an ar-
ticle printed in the Feb. 22 
edition of The Crittenden 
Press. In that article a con-
cern was raised by the 
Crittenden County School 
System about the rise in 
school absenteeism and 
the increase in families 
choosing to homeschool 
over public education.  

I found the article mostly 
inaccurate and opinion-
ated, especially the com-
ments made by former 
school board member Keith 
Hart. I respect Mr. Hart 
greatly and commend him 
for his contributions to our 
public education system 
and community. Everyone 
has a right to their opinion, 
and I respect that, but his 
comments had no factual 
backing and were full of 
misconceptions.  

Mr. Hart made three 
misleading statements. 
First it was said that home-
school students have no 
association with other 
peers, and secondly, it was 
said that homeschool stu-
dents are not participating 
in the community. On the 
contrary, according to an 
article printed September 
15th, 2022, by the National 
Home Education Institute 

and the Kentucky legisla-
ture, it states that….  

•87% of peer-reviewed 
studies on social, emo-
tional, and psychological 
development show home-
school students perform 
statistically better than 
those in conventional 
schools.   

•Homeschool students 
are regularly engaged in 
social and educational ac-
tivities outside their homes 
and with people other than 
their nuclear-family mem-
bers. They are commonly 
involved in activities such 
as field trips, scouting, 4H, 
political drives, church 
ministry, sports teams, 
and community volunteer 
work.  

Many homeschool stu-
dents in Crittenden County 
actively participate in 4-H, 
little league sports, and 
community plays offered 
by the Community Arts 
Foundation. 

Finally, his last state-
ment was that home-
schooled students have no 
rules. In other words, there 
is no discipline. I believe a 
top indicator of discipline 
would be a student’s aca-
demic achievements.  

According to the same 
report: 

•78% of peer-reviewed 
studies on academic 
achievement show home-
school students perform 
statistically better than 

those in institutional 
school.  

And another report given 
in 2021 by the Coalition for 
Responsible Home Educa-
tion states that… 

•Kentucky homeschool 
graduates who attend Ken-
tucky postsecondary insti-
tution maintain a higher 
GPA than other Kentucky 
high school graduates: 
61% of home school gradu-
ates have a GPA of 3.5 or 
above, compared with 41% 
of public-school graduates.  

How can Kentucky 
homeschool students per-
form academically in such 
a proficient way consider-
ing we have no rules? I be-
lieve the statistics are 
indicators of well-disci-
plined homes.  

 I understand that there 
are a few families that 
claim they’re homeschool-
ing but aren’t. But that is 
not the vast majority.  
Homeschool is not for 
everybody and it takes sac-
rifices.  That’s why we have 
local Co-ops. We keep each 
other accountable and en-
courage each other in time 
of need. Don’t believe the 
misconceptions. Home-
school students are inter-
active, they contribute to 
society, and are disciplined 
in academics.  

Keith Wilcox 
Marion, Ky.

To the Editor: 
My husband and I have a 

deep love and respect for 
the people within this com-
munity from many differ-
ent backgrounds. I support 
others in whatever role God 
places them in because I 
believe they are there for a 
greater purpose, as I desire 
to be treated. Many chil-
dren need the love and en-
couragement school staff 
provide everyday.  

These priceless individu-
als, including my husband, 
are a valuable asset to our 
community. The home-
schooling families I know 
that have quietly served 
this community are as well. 
Very few ask why we home-
school; instead, many en-
counters included people 
inserting their opinions, 
striving to change our 
minds without seeking to 
understand.  

Baseless speculation 
does not serve this com-
munity well. Questions 

need to be asked that 
would lead to real solutions 
for roots of problems. As a 
grad of Tolu Elementary, 
faith and simplicity were 
our initial reasons. Rein-
venting education with new 
programming are not 
enough to grab our atten-
tion. Increased governmen-
tal control, moral decline 
and the lack of parental ac-
countability along with in-
creased pressure to 
conform has only strength-
ened our commitment to 
homeschool these past few 
years and consider private 
school.  Homeschool is an 
unexpected blessing and 
right that many families 
sacrifice for. We abide by 
law, pay for books and pay 
school taxes. I trust God 
and those we surround 
ourselves with do keep us 
accountable. Our children 
have never attended public 
school  but we do not iso-
late them and we do have 
rules. We love sharing our 

children with those who 
positively invest in them. 
We meet regularly to so-
cialize, teach and share re-
sources.  The evidence is 
starting to show especially 
in our youngest who is 
supposed to be in fourth 
grade but is proficient in 
fifth grade work. Home-
schooling has built a 
strong work ethic early on 
in our children and others, 
provides extra opportuni-
ties to serve, teamwork and 
they interact with people of 
all ages, not only their 
peers. This is true of many 
families whose children at-
tend public school. A few 
bad apples will spoil the 
viewpoint for the rest. The 
homelife is the common de-
nominator on all sides. 
Those already contributing 
to this community may be 
the least expected.           

 
Suzette R. Todd Wilcox 
Marion, Ky.

Parents homeschool for various reasons



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, March 7, 2024 5

Religion The Crittenden Press CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

Some things are best 
done by one person being 
in charge with no room 
for discussion. My brother 
and I needed to clear out 
our parents’ house quick-
ly. Forty years’ worth of 
stuff had to be sorted and 
moved. We are both pretty 
good at packing ef昀ciently 
– however we have slightly 
different opinions about 
what goes where. We had 
a discussion before we 
started as to which one of 
us was going to do it. Both 
of us working on it would 
have taken three or four 
times longer. We didn’t 
have time for that. There 
was only one voice that 
mattered, everyone else 
sang the same notes.

There are things that 
cannot be done by one 
person. It happens fast-
er or better if the people 
working together know 
their jobs and understand 
how the other people in 
the group move around. 
This is seen when a team 
that plays well together 
defeats a team that has 
better athletes. Harmo-
ny looks wonderful on a 
basketball court or soccer 
昀eld. There are differenc-
es of style or of opinion, 
but the coach is the one 
in charge and responsible 
for pulling everything to-
gether. He is the conduc-
tor and ensures everyone 
is playing the same piece 
of music and gets tuned to 
the same notes.

Then there are dif昀cult 
things, and no one knows 
what to do. There are dif-
ferences of approach even 
on how to begin, different 

styles and strengths that 
people can bring to bear, 
and may be a question 
of who is in 
charge. There 
may be, for a 
moment, some 
discord. When 
the participants 
are adults and 
act like it, solu-
tions are found. 
If it is a process 
that needs to be 
repeated, im-
provements are 
made as time 
passes.

Success on 
an athletic 
team or group 
of people solv-
ing a problem 
requires that 
dissonance be solved. 
This is the place where 
we grow and learn. Un-
willingness to change for 
the sake of the group is a 
symptom of immaturity, 
insecurity, or de昀ance. 
These are the ones who 
are “un-coachable” or 
uncooperative and either 
end up on the outside or 
prevent success.

Dissonance is neces-
sary for growth and matu-
rity. Without dissonance 
education is impossible. 
We do not notice it so 
much when we are young 
because we are still try-
ing to 昀gure things out 
– even the things we are 
pretty sure about are not 
what they seem. Think 
about mispronunciation 
of words or misunder-
standing lyrics to songs. 
We have little trouble with 
dissonance when learning 

language or a new skill – it 
goes with the territory.

Something happens to 
us as adults. 
It happens in 
the religious 
world, politics, 
and industry. 
We learn a good 
way to do some-
thing or how 
to think about 
things that 
works, and we 
get comfortable. 
The problem is 
that we live in a 
dynamic world 
with dynamic 
beings. Habits 
change. Lan-
guage changes. 
Culture shifts 
one way or the 

other. Natural disasters 
reshape the landscape. We 
grow old. Manufacturing 
changes. What we think 
we need changes. If we 
are not comfortable with 
dissonance, we will retreat 
into a smaller and smaller 
world that blocks out all 
the notes that we do not 
like. We may deny they ex-
ist. We may dismiss them 
as unimportant. We may 
stop listening. We may 
hive off into a group of 
like-minded people and al-
low someone else to speak 
for us and mistake this as 
thinking. The thing we will 
not do is grow.

Growth of any sort is 
painful. It requires learn-
ing how to manage the 
pain in such a way as to 
continue growing but not 
do damage. This is why life 
changes are better taken 
in small steps. This is why 

changes in religious prac-
tice can take decades to 
happen. Those that do not 
change and grow will die. 
It is true for business, for 
universities, for churches, 
and political parties.

The key is to learn 
how to live with the dis-
sonance, or even to seek 
it out. There are some 
things that will forever 
stand in tension with each 
other or on which we will 
never agree. I don’t even 
agree with myself if I con-
sider thoughts from one 
decade to the next. The 
tension between uncon-
ditional love and teaching 
to accept responsibility. 
The tension between free 
speech and love of neigh-
bor. The tension between 
punitive sentences and 
rehabilitation.

For people of faith there 
are dissonant voices in 
the Bible. There are dis-
sonant voices on what a 
faithful response to that 
book looks like. If we are 
focused on “the answer” 
we may close ourselves off 
to growth. I heard a wise 
man recently say, “Maybe 
we should stop treating 
everything as a problem 
and accept some things as 
a mystery.” I want to grow 
toward that mystery.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Learn to live with dissonance Does it really matter 
which “truth” I believe?

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

Ask the Pastor

n Old Salem Baptist Church 
has a Blessing Box located 
next to the church at 117 
Old Salem Church Rd. Ev-
eryone is welcome to take 
items or place them in the 
box for others to enjoy.
n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! 
Email dbrantpc@tds.net 
and request a video link that 
hopefully will change your 
mind.
n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.  
n The Clothes Closet of the 
First Baptist Church in Fre-
donia is open to serve the 
area with free clothes. The 
Clothes Closet is operated 
from 1-3 p.m. each Thurs-
day. The Clothes Closet will 

be closed in case of rain.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon on 
the second and fourth Satur-
day of every month.
n First Baptist Church of 
Fredonia food pantry is 
open from 4-5:30 p.m., third 
Wednesday of each month 
in Coleman Hall of the 

church.
n The clothes closet at Mex-
ico Baptist Church is open 
from 9 to 11:30 a.m. each 
Monday.
n Salem Baptist Celebrate 
Recovery meets Monday’s 
5:30 p.m. with a meal at 6 
p.m., at 209 Highland Street, 
opposite side of the building 
from the Thrift Store.

Religious Outreach

Question:  I don’t un-
derstand how people 
can believe the Bible. It’s 
old-fashioned and out-
of-date. It’s full of myths 
that people need to make 
sense of the world before 
we understood scienti昀c 
facts. How can we know 
what is really true? 

Answer: Many think it 
doesn’t really matter which 
“truth” we believe. Many 
think there is no objective 
or absolute truth, especial-
ly related to matters of faith 
and religion. 

In our post-Christian 
era, it really does make 
a difference what we be-
lieve and where we get 
our moral standards. What 
one believes becomes his 
moral compass for making 
priorities and moral deci-
sions. What one believes 
determines where he ends 
up in life and throughout 
eternity to come.

The Bible is totally 
trustworthy. In it, God has 
revealed the truth about 

Himself, Jesus, people, and 
the way we can be restored 
to relationship with Him. For 
60 years now, I have been 
reading what it says. I’ve 
found that it truths speak to 
the needs of my soul and it 
has shown me the path to liv-
ing a truly abundant life.

If we want to experience 
true freedom from our spiri-
tual imprisonment of the sins 
we committed and the great-
est blessings associated with 
being close to God, we must 
believe in Jesus—He is the 
only way to true freedom. 
Jesus taught, “You will know 
the truth, and the truth will set 
you free” (Jn. 8:32). Speak-
ing about Himself, he said, 
“So if the Son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed” (Jn. 
8:36).

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com



Community news shared in paper

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

Many years ago the 
way most people got 
their hometown news 
was through the local 
paper.  The community 
reporters shared their 
neighborhood news and 
through these 
old items from 
the archives of 
The Crittenden 
Press and Crit-
tenden-Record 
Press, we get a 
glimpse of the 
past and the 
way life was 
over 100 years 
ago. Here are 
some interest-
ing communi-
ty items from 
those days.

–––
1913 - 

Crayne is a 
hustling little 

burg.
Crayne was 

昀rst named 
Crayneville, but in 1907 
the Post Of昀ce Depart-
ment at Washington, 
D.C. decided to change 
the name of the post of-
昀ce and depot to Crayne 
because of its similarity 
to Caneyville, (Grayson 
County) as it caused 
confusion with the deliv-
ery of the mail.

There are two church-
es, both Presbyterians, 
one Cumberland Pres-
byterian and the other 
Presbyterian U. S. A., 
one school, two Sun-
day schools, two general 
stores, one drug store, 
and barber shop. Mr. 
Forest Pogue and Dr. 
Vernon Fox own and run 
the drug store, Dr. Fox 
takes care of the sick.  
The barber shop is run 
by W. H. McCaslin. 

Mr. Brown is the de-
pot agent. There are two 
blacksmith shops run 
by Mr. Dobbs and Mr. 
W. B. Binkley and one 
grist mill, also run by 
Mr. Binkley.  They labor 
daily at the forge making 
iron parts to repair ma-
chinery, wagons and also 
horse shoeing. The coal 
dealer, Mr. W. Weldon, is 
also the postmaster.

Crayne is always on 
the alert looking for busi-
ness and she is doing 
good.

–––
Lily Dale, March 1917
We guess some, if not 

all, who read the Re-
cord-Press, would like 
to hear from Lilydale 
again.  Your correspon-
dent was born and prin-
cipally reared in this vi-
cinity; therefore, we love 
to think, talk and write 
about our community as 
long as we can say any-
thing good about it.

Years ago we had no 
church at Crayne. We 
had protracted meetings 
in our school house. Ever 
Green Sunday school 
had prayer meeting 
once a week for all, and 
a young men’s prayer 
meeting once a week.

Our mother C. P. 

church at Piney Fork 
was 昀ve miles away of 
which 昀ve of the elders 
lived in our vicinity.  We 
will name them: Wash 
Deboe, Jesse McCaslin, 
Crockett O’Neal, James 

Odway, Sr., 
and Harvey Ja-
cob.  We had 
one or two dea-
cons also.

We built a 
C. P. church 
at Crayne, it 
was dedicated 
four years ago 
next June.  We 
are glad that 
four elders of 
our communi-
ty were elect-
ed for that 
church: James 
Ordway, Jr., 
William O’Neal, 
James Loyd, 
William Brown 
and one or two 
deacons. Wash 

Deboe is an elder in the 
U.S.A. Church at Crayne.  
(A county road marker 
about half way between 
Crayne and Mott City is 
the only reminder of the 
little community area 
known as Lily Dale.)

––– 
Fords Ferry, Nov. 1917

A number of splendid 
potato crops have been 
harvested in this part of 
the county during the 
past few weeks.  The po-
tatoes of the present year 
are unusually large and 
thrifty and some of the 
crops in the county have 
averaged at least 100 
bushels per acre.

The river is rising, ris-
ing and the steamboats 
are chugging, chugging 
as they ply backward 
and forth up and down 
the great stream. The riv-
er commerce seems to be 
unusually active during 
the present year and a 
large amount of stuff is 
being shipped by water.  

The transportation fa-
cilities of the railroads 
are completely over 
crowded at the present 
time which explains in a 
large measure the greatly 
increased activities of the 
steamboats.

A patent medicine 
vender recently visited 
his community and he 
endeavored in a most 
conscientious manner 
to convince some of the 
people that his medicine 
was the real, genuine for 
all people who are af昀ict-
ed with bad health.  He 
refused to pay any satis-
factory guarantee behind 
his medicine, however, 
and was somewhat dis-
appointed on account 
of his lack of success in 
this neighborhood. Your 
correspondent has got 
but little con昀dence in 
the great majority of the 
medicines which are be-
ing advertised and sold 
at the present time.  
There is no medicine in 
the world which is equal 
to the pure air, good wa-
ter and bright sunshine 

which God has given us.
A large amount of 

splendid sorghum has 
been produced in this 
neighborhood during the 
present season, which is 
quite remarkable when 
we take into consider-
ation the unsunny in-
clement weather which 
prevailed during the 
month of October.  Un-
commonly large frosts 
and even freezes failed 
to damage a large part of 
the cane in this vicinity 
and only one crop was 
damaged so badly that 
it could not be made 
up. There is something 
rather strange and un-
explainable about sugar 
cane.  Sometimes a sin-
gle frost will ruin a crop 
of cane but there are 
other times when even 
a series of continuous 
freezes will not seriously 
damage it.

There are many peo-
ple who claim that the 
steamboat has long since 
passed its greatest era of 
usefulness. We do not 
deny this assertion which 
so many people are mak-
ing, but we do deny any 
statement which says 
that the steamboat is of 
no further use whatever. 
For many years to come 
the river commerce will 
be pro昀table and bene-
昀cial for quite a number 
of people. The railroad 
may still be the principal 
means of transportation 
but it is certainly not 
the only means. There 
is no likelihood whatever 
of the steamboat being 
entirely done away with 
any time during the im-
mediate future.

Walter Hughes of ‘Pos-
sum Ridge, who is now a 
member of Uncle Sam’s 
National Army at Camp 
Zachary Taylor, has re-
cently won a gold med-
al in a big 昀ddling con-
test which was held at 
that place.  According to 
some reports, this med-
al was emblematic of 
the championship of the 
American soldiers who 
are situated at the camp 
and the people of Crit-
tenden should be proud 
that one of our boys was 
fortunate enough to win 
this important honor.  In 
addition to his musical 
accomplishments he is 
also a good marksman 
and this quali昀cation 
combined with his husky 
strength and endurance 
will enable him to make 
a splendid soldier, one 
which our country can 
well be proud of. 

–––
July 1918 – Oak Hall
The ice cream supper 

given for the Red Cross 
by the Oak Hall basket-
ball team Saturday night, 
July 13, was attended by 
a large crowd and was 
enjoyed by all. A pro昀t 
of $28 clear of expenses, 
was realized.  This shows 
that the basketball team 
is not organized entirely 
for play, but are endeav-

oring to do their bit for 
their country.

The ladies of this 
neighborhood have orga-
nized a Red Cross Soci-
ety and are ready to do 
sewing for the boys over 
there.

The boys leaving for 
the U. S. Army Monday 
are: Elzie and Rodger 
Marvel and David Postle-
weight.

Last Friday morning 
J. U. Claghorn and fam-
ily and W. G. Conditt 
and family went down 
on Crooked Creek near 
the Dunn Springs bridge 
for a 昀sh fry. They pur-
chased a nice 16-pound 
昀sh and with that and 
other good things they 
had a dinner to long be 
remembered.  

–––
March 1917 -  Shady 

Grove
Well here we come 

again with the Shady 
Grove items.   Shady 
Grove is a 昀ne town and 
it is still on a boom. We 
have two prosperous dry 
goods stores, Messrs. 
Hubbard and Tudor the 
merchants are certain-
ly upon their job.  Owen 
Beard also has a grocery 
store and buys chickens 
and eggs paying good 
prices for them.

Well it is right amus-
ing to be at Shady Grove 
and hear them discuss 
the road question.  When 
you see some of the old 
farmers peck the tobac-
co out of their pipes, you 
better listen for you are 
sure going to hear some-
thing.

We have a B.Y. P. U. 
organized in our church, 
a prayer meeting ev-
ery Saturday night, and 
we have a 昀ne preacher 
again this year Bro. Ru-
fus Robinson. They also 
have a new preacher at 
the Methodist church 
and we think he is going 
to be 昀ne.

Say, you folks ought to 
come out to church and 
hear the choir sing with 
Dennie Hubbard as lead-
er, it will certainly cure 
the blues.

–––
These small commu-

nities and towns were 
once such a vital part of 
our county, after read-
ing these old articles and 
their news of the day, I 
always feel like I’ve made 
a visit to our past, a bit-
tersweet journey, as the 
little busy towns and 
close-knit communities 
are no more. 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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for sale
Antique Victorian bedroom 
suite, burl walnut, full size 
bed with tall headboard 
carved dog heads on ends, 
wash stand, dresser with 
mirror, both have marble 
tops, complete with Sleep 
Number mattress, all in 
great condition, $4,000. 
Sturgis (270) 333-4638. 
(2t-10-p)

Light gray fabric La-Z-
Boy recliner, $250; French 
country upholstered chair, 
$75, both good condition. 
Sturgis (270) 333-4638. 
(2t-10-p)

Classi昀ed advertising 
works! Customers tell us 
they sell their items faster 
than they expect by listing 
in The Crittenden Press! 
Call (270) 965-3191 to post 
a classi昀ed ad.

wanted
Wanted: Someone to clean 
house every other week for 
a one-person home. Call 
Jon Shackleford (270) 969-
1869. (1t-10-p)

Stolen cement goose, ap-
prox. 3 ft. tall, white with 
green base and orange 
beak from S. Yandell St. 
$50 reward if brought back 
in good condition. (270) 
704-6645. (1t-10-p)

Looking for hay ground/
pasture ground. Will pay by 
the bale and/or by the acre. 
Call or text (270) 704-1787. 
(12-12-p)

employment
Wanted: Experienced ze-
ro-turn mower operator to 
use our mower to mow on 
weekly basis through mow-
ing season all year. Call to 
discuss wages. (270) 704-
5047. (1t-10-c) ks

$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Ear-
le C. Clements Job Corps 
Academy is seeking em-
ployees. We offer a com-
petitive salary, bene昀ts 
package, and advance-
ment opportunities.  MTC 
is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minority/Female/
Disabled/Veteran. To view 
current openings,  view 
quali昀cations, and apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures Today” 
(tfc-c)

Class A CDL ROUTE & 
DROP-HOOK DRIVERS 
NEEDED IMMEDIATELY! 
Local position.  Mileage/
piece rate pay plus incen-
tives. Bene昀ts include Med-
ical, Dental, Vision, 401k, 
Life Insurance.    Apply 
at Liberty Tire Recycling, 
2071 US 60 West, Mari-
on KY or email resume to 
hmaloney@libertytire.com. 
Call for more info 270-965-
3613. EOE. (2t-11-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 

driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(20t-9-p)

notices
An Emergency Meeting of 
the Crittenden County Fis-
cal Court has been called 
(Emergency status due 
to the inability to provid-
ed published noti昀cation 
7 days in advance) for Fri-
day, March 8th at 3:30 pm 
in the Fiscal Court Room 
at the Crittenden County 
Of昀ce Complex located at 
200 Industrial Drive.   The 
primary purpose of this 
meeting is to discuss and 
approve 昀nancing option 
for Road Equipment, Dis-
cussion regarding a pro-
posed changed in the 911 
Interlocal Agreement, and 
a Proposed Amendment to 
the Ordinance imposing a 
license fee upon Insurance 
Companies. (1t-10-c)

A public hearing will be held 
by Crittenden County Fis-
cal Court during the Fiscal 
Court Meeting, Tuesday, 
March 19, 2024 at 8:30 AM 
for the purpose of obtain-
ing citizens comments in 
regards to an Amendment 
to Ordinance imposing a 
license fee upon insurance 
companies.  All interest-
ed persons are invited to 
the hearing and may sub-
mit verbal or written com-
ments.  Any person(s) who 
can not attend the public 
hearing but wish to submit 
comments should call the 
Of昀ce of Judge Executive 
at 270-965-5251 or submit 
to yvette.martin@critten-
dencountyky.org by Mon-
day, March 18th at 3:00 pm 
CST so that arrangements 
can be made to secure their 
comments. (1t-10-c)

The Regular Session of 
Crittenden County Fiscal 
Court has been resched-
uled to Tuesday, March 
19th at 8:30 am due to a 
con昀ict with associational 
annual conference.   This 
meeting will be held as a 
Special Meeting agenda.  
All parties interested in 
addressing the 昀scal court 
must notify the Of昀ce of 
Judge Executive by Noon 
on Monday, March 18, 2024 
in order to be placed on the 
agenda. (1t-10-c)

Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The Hen-
derson Gleaner, The Living-
ston Ledger and The (Madi-
sonville) Messenger and for 
only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call 

for all! For more informa-
tion, contact the classi昀ed 
department at (270) 965-
3191 or email us at adver-
tising@the-press.com.

bid notice
INVITATION FOR SEALED 
BID FOR VEHICLES
The City of Marion, Ken-
tucky, a City of the Home 
Rule Class, has declared 
as surplus property the 
following: 2003 Chevro-
let S-10 Blazer 4x4, VIN 
(1GNDT13X83K175295)
needs brakes and brake 
lines, Brown, Miles 
(102,000) have mainte-
nance record. 2003 Dodge 
Grand Caravan, VIN 
(1D4GP24383B266856), 
Silver/Grey, Miles 
(163,324), 3.3L V6 en-
gine. 2007 F150 XL, VIN 
(1FTRF12227WA77606), 
White, 4.2L engine, Truck 
runs but needs work, very 
rough idling. $2000 re-
serve. Sealed bids will be 
accepted in person at City 
Hall or by US Mail, postage 
prepaid, at 217 South Main 
Street, Marion, Kentucky 
42064. Sealed Bids must 
be received at City Hall 
no later than 12:00 P.M. 
(Noon) Central Standard 
Time March 14, 2024. The 
bid opening shall occur in 
public at 12:05 P.M. Central 
Standard Time same date. 
Bidders or an authorized 
representative must be 
present at the bid opening. 
In the event the bidding is 
successful, the prevailing 
bidder must be prepared to 
deposit no less than 20% of 
the bid to the City on that 
day and to close and ten-
der balance of funds in full 
to the City by April 1, 2024. 
The City of Marion reserves 
the right to reject any and 
all bids. (2t-10-c)

statewides
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO 
Max and Premium Chan-
nels included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-888-
340-6138

DirecTV Satellite TV Ser-
vice Starting at $64.99/
mo For 24 mos, Free In-
stallation!  165+ Channels 
Available.  Call Now For 
The Most Sports & Enter-
tainment On TV!  855-695-
7008

Get DISH Satellite TV + 
Internet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 

1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV Sports Pack – 3 
Months on Us! Watch pro 
and college sports LIVE. 
Plus over 40 regional and 
specialty networks includ-
ed. NFL, College Football, 
MLB, NBA, NHL, Golf and 
more. Some restrictions ap-
ply. Call DIRECTV 1-866-
292-5435

CELLULAR

Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, text 
and data. No contract and 
no hidden fees. Unlimited 
talk and text with 昀exible 
data plans. Premium na-
tionwide coverage. 100% 
U.S. based customer ser-
vice. For more information, 
call 1-833-353-2982

DONATIONS
(VEHICLES)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled – it doesn’t matter! 
Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-855-968-
1588

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest 
lasting material -steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer -up to 50% off instal-
lation + Additional 10% off 
install (for military, health 
workers & 1st respond-
ers.) Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-306-0302

BEAUTIFY YOUR HOME 
with energy ef昀cient new 
windows! They will increase 
your home’s value & de-
crease your energy bills. 
Replace all or a few! Call 
now to get your free, no-ob-
ligation quote. 833-442-
1714

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-

sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 855-980-4857

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-844-
688-8576 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power 
move.

INTERNET OFFERS

Shop w/ A Viasat Expert For 
High Speed Satellite Inter-
net. New Customer Deals 
In Your Area. Nationwide 
Service. New Service For 
2023. 833-383-1496

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-877-706-
4439

INSURANCE SERVICES

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - 
NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-900-7392 www.den-
tal50plus.com/26 #6258

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 

the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 888-982-0374

MISCELLANEOUS

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, 
Patek Philippe, Heuer, Day-
tona, GMT, Submariner and 
Speedmaster. Call 866-
256-1169

MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS

TOP CA$H PAID FOR 
OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, 
Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, 
Prairie State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson 
Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
812-4393

SOCIAL SECURITY

Denied Social Security Dis-
ability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, 昀led for SSD and de-
nied, Our attorneys can 
help get you approved! No 
money out of pockets! Call 
1-866-590-6443

VACATIONS

Alaska, Europe, Hawaii 
plus dozens of other pop-
ular trips! Starting at $1649 
per person (double occu-
pancy required.) YMT Va-
cations plans everything, 
leaving you to relax and 
enjoy. Call 1-877-425-2581 
for more details. Use promo 
code YMT2024 for $250 off. 
Limited  time only.
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P.O. Box 191
Marion, KY 42064

(270) 965-3191
information@the-press.

com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classi昀ed ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classi昀ed 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classi昀ed in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.
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Kentucky General As-
sembly wrapped up the 
ninth legislative week of 
the 2024 Regular Session 
on Friday. The week 
marked the final period 
for lawmakers to submit 
new bills. By the end of 
the week, 838 bills were 
filed in the state House of 
Representatives and 382 
in the state Senate.  

Tuesday brought our 
annual Military Kids Day 
event, where children of 
military families engaged 
in various Capitol activi-
ties, from a committee 
meeting introduction to 
enjoyable experiences 
like flight simulators, 
cornhole, and a Capitol 
tour and scavenger hunt. 
The event is a day dedi-
cated solely to children of 
military moms and dads. 
It was a joy to recognize 
them and hopefully sow 
some seeds that may one 
day grow into their own 
public service. 

We also celebrated 
Small Business Day in 
the Capitol on Wednes-
day. Small businesses 
are the backbone of our 
communities and provide 
a strong foundation for 
communities to thrive. As 
a small business owner 
myself, I appreciate this 
celebration and a recog-
nition of how we help 
build our communities. 

I am excited to an-
nounce that I have filed 
my priority legislation, 
Senate Bill 3. SB 3 would 
move the Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources under the De-
partment of Agriculture, 
allowing for a more effi-
cient management of that 
Department. I will keep 
you updated as the bill 
progresses through the 
Senate. 

We passed a number of 
bills this week including:  

•Senate Bill (SB) 1 
which would establish an 
endowed research fund 
managed by the Council 
on Postsecondary Educa-

tion (CPE) to support col-
laborative research ini-
tiatives across higher 
education 
i n s t i t u -
tions. CPE 
would over-
see the ap-
p l i c a t i o n 
process, in-
cluding so-
l i c i t i n g , 
accepting, 
and review-
ing applica-
tions from 
universities 
to select five eligible re-
search groups for seed 
funding over a five-year 
period. Additionally, the 
legislation establishes a 
review mechanism to as-
sess ongoing eligibility for 
funding and directs the 
CPE to address any va-
cancies that may arise if 
a consortium becomes 
ineligible. 

•SB 71 is a public 
safety measure that 
would provide trans-
portation services for in-
dividuals who wish to 
voluntarily leave a chem-
ical dependency treat-
ment program. The bill 
puts in place safety pro-
visions such as requiring 
notifications for family, 
court officials, the county 
attorney, and local law 
enforcement that a resi-
dent has left the treat-
ment facility. It also 
ensures the individual is 
only transported to their 
home, a public trans-
portation location, or a 
ride-sharing service. 

•SB 118 aims to safe-
guard property rights 
and address criminal 
trespassing by permitting 
private property owners 
to use purple paint 
marks as a clear notice of 
no trespassing. It elimi-
nates the need for a writ-
ten notice, allowing 
property owners to rely 
on the visual indicator of 
purple paint on trees, 
fences, or other objects. 
The bill establishes spe-

cific requirements for 
using purple paint to 
mark private property, 
providing a legal means 
for property owners to 
communicate and en-
force boundaries without 
the necessity of written 
warnings. 

•SB 174 would improve 
efficiency and service to 
Kentucky consumers. 
The bill would exempt 
communication service 
providers from the re-
quirement to call 811 be-
fore they hook up 
residences and other 
properties to communi-
cation terminals. This 
process typically only re-
quires communication 
service providers to dig 
down a few inches, where 
it is highly unlikely, they 
would impact other utili-
ties in the area. The re-
quirement to call 811 in 
advance can delay hook-
ing up the service. 

•SB 193 proposes a 
streamlined structure for 
the Kentucky Animal 
Control Advisory Board, 
reducing its membership 
from twelve members to 
eight. It also adjusts rep-
resentation from affili-
ated organizations from 
two members to one per 
organization. A new 
member from Kentucky 
Animal Action is added to 
enhance spay and neuter 
advocacy representation 
since the board’s rev-
enues are derived from 
the spay/neuter license 
plate. SB 193 imple-
ments staggered appoint-
ments after the effective 
date to ensure balance. 
The changes aim to ad-
dress quorum issues and 
promote efficiency in 
board decision-making. 

•SB 198 aims to en-
hance Kentucky's energy 
sector by incorporating 
nuclear energy and es-
tablishing the Kentucky 
Nuclear Energy Develop-
ment Authority (KNEDA), 
managed by the Univer-
sity of Kentucky's Center 

for Applied Energy Re-
search. KNEDA's role is 
to inform communities 
about advanced nuclear 
energy, disseminate in-
formation to the public, 
promote economic oppor-
tunities, interact with 
regulators, and facilitate 
collaboration in the nu-
clear energy ecosystem. 
The bill empowers 
KNEDA to conduct a site 
suitability study, address 
workforce and educa-
tional needs, run an edu-
cational campaign on 
nuclear technologies, ini-
tiate a financial assis-
tance grant program, and 
define criteria for a vol-
untary nuclear-ready 
community designation, 
which includes public 
meetings, suitable sites, 
and community support. 

•SB 229 enhances the 
representation and focus 
on blockchain technology 
in municipal utilities by 
replacing key members 
with designated repre-
sentatives from the Ken-
tucky League of Cities. 
Additionally, it grants 
more autonomy to ad-
dress operational needs 
efficiently by doubling 
the maximum spending 
limit for superintendents 
employed by electric 
plant boards contracting 
with the Tennessee Val-
ley Authority. 
Joint resolutions 

•Senate Joint Resolu-
tion (SJR) 140 is comple-
mentary to Senate Bill 
198. It focuses on equip-
ping Kentucky for a ro-
bust nuclear energy 
ecosystem and provides 

specific direction to the 
Public Service Commis-
sion. Once passed, the 
PSC will survey nuclear 
regulatory staff in other 
states for insights, hire 
experts in nuclear regu-
latory matters, provide 
training for existing staff 
on nuclear siting and 
construction issues, 
amend administrative 
regulations to mandate 
electric utilities consider 
all generation resources, 
including nuclear in their 
planning, and review 
current regulations to re-
move any hindrances to 
effective regulation and 
the growth of the nuclear 
industry in the state. 

•SJR 149 would ensure 
a more focused represen-
tation of municipal utili-
ties' interests in the 
development of 
blockchain technology by 
replacing specific mem-
bers on the Blockchain 
Technology Working 
Group and Kentucky In-
frastructure Authority 
board with designated 
municipal utility repre-
sentatives from the Ken-
tucky League of Cities. 
Additionally, it would ac-
knowledge the signifi-
cance of their roles by 
proposing an increase in 
the maximum annual 
pay for municipal utility 
commission members 
and granting greater au-
tonomy to address oper-
ational needs by 
suggesting a raise in the 
spending limit for electric 
plant board superintend-
ents without extensive 
board approval. 

•SJR 175 Addresses 
the lack of access to 
broadband connectivity, 
especially in rural areas, 
by expediting the deploy-
ment of internet service 
and eliminating impedi-
ments that cause back-
logs.  This will require the 
Public Service Commis-
sion (PSC) to establish 
emergency regulations 
within 45 days for utility 
pole attachments and re-
quires utilities owning 
poles to align with new 
tariffs. The PSC will be 
required to submit quar-
terly reports to the Leg-
islative Research 
Commission to track 
progress. 
Bills headed to governor 

Two bills made their 
way to the governor’s 
desk in week nine. They 
include: 

•SB 5, recognized as a 
2024 legislative priority, 
addresses a specific pub-
lic concern by eliminat-
ing the five-acre 
ownership requirement 
for residential landown-
ers seeking exemptions 
from sport hunting and 
sport fishing license re-
quirements. 

House Bill 18 prevents 
local governments from 
imposing restrictions on 
landlords and ensures 
they cannot demand 
emergency response fees 
from property owners for 
incidents outside their 
control.  

Sen. Howell, R-Murray, rep-
resents the 1st Senate District 
including Calloway, Crittenden, 
Fulton, Graves, Hickman, Lyon 
and Trigg counties.  

Week 9 Legislative Review from State Senator 

Lawmakers introduce record number of bills in House, Senate

STAFF REPORT 
Hutson Lanham was five years 

old last November and just big 
enough to handle a deer rifle. What 
became a truly memorable outing 
wasn’t his first hunt, but it was his 
first chance to be the designated 
shooter. 

Everything fell into place on a 
cool fall morning, the second day 
of the modern firearm season. 
Young Hutson was huddled in a 
hunting blind with his parents, 
Tiffany and Shawn, waiting for an 
opportunity.  

“I’ve been going hunting with my 
mom, dad and brother ever since I 
was born, probably before that,” 
Hutson said “I was just never big 
enough to shoot the .223.” 

It was about 36 degrees and a 
very light wind was moving when 
Lanham got his chance at a buck. 
He had picked the spot for the 
blind and was ready at the trigger 
as dawn broke. 

“At daylight some deer started 
coming on the field in front of us. 
(My parents) said I had to be quiet 
and that was really hard to do,” he 
said. 

The first sightings were all does, 
then out of nowhere a wide-racked 
buck appeared and chasing the fe-
males. 

“I looked through the binoculars 
and said, ‘Oh wow, that sucker is 
huge,’” Lanham recalls. “My dad 
looked and said he was a wide six 
point. Mom and dad asked if that 
was the deer I wanted, I said, ‘No.’” 

The buck and his harem left the 
area as young Hutson’s decision 
began to set in. Maybe he should 
have taken that deer. 

“Then wouldn't you know, here 
they come back,” he said. “I de-
cided I wanted to shoot that deer. 
My dad helped me get the gun up 
and ready,” Lanham said, but the 
buck was standing in a position 
that didn’t offer a good shot. 

“I had to wait to see him good in 
the scope. Then he turned and I 
shot.” 

The buck ran off a bit before 
falling. Lanham had his first buck. 

“I wanted to run to him right 
away, but my parents made me 
wait. When we finally made it to 
him, we noticed he had an infected 
eye and it was nasty,” Lanham 
said. “That was the best hunt ever. 
I sure love deer hunting.” 

Registered in the Marion Big 
Buck Contest, Lanham took his 
harvest to Hodge’s Sports and Ap-
parel to be weighed and measured. 
His deer was tops in the youth di-
vision. 

Sponsored by Hodge’s and Mar-
ion Tourism and Recreation Com-
mission, the contest rewards a 
registered youth hunter who har-
vests the biggest buck using a for-
mula that includes the weight of 
the deer, scoreable points and 
spread of the antlers. 

SCHOOL 
Continued from page 1 

tion, kids first and safety. 
“As our mission state-

ment says, we are culti-
vating excellence. Having 
a new building will help 
in our mission to do just 
that.” 

MP Lawson of Paducah 
won the contract to build 
the new school – the first 
construction project in 
the district since the Crit-
tenden County High 
School annex was built in 
1998. 

The two-story building 
will feature classrooms 
and science laboratories. 
It will be connected to the 
back of the existing mid-
dle school. Near the end 
of the construction 
phase, the west wing of 
the middle school – used 
first as Crittenden 
County High School in 
1949 – will be torn down. 

During its monthly 
meeting the night before 
the ceremony, Crittenden 
County Board of Educa-
tion approved several 
items related to construc-
tion, including the follow-
ing: 

•Purchase of builders 
risk insurance for the 
construction project with 
Chubb Insurance at a 
cost of $14,636 through 

July 2025. 
•Payment to MP Law-

son in the amount of 
$238.50. 

•Paying Schucker’s Or-
namental Iron $42,615 
for fabricated materials 
related to construction. 

•Change order #2 in 
the amount of $446,000, 
which adds heating, ven-
tilation and air condition-
ing to the middle school 
gym, which was con-
structed in 1952. 

•Change order in the 
amount of $219,000 
which will install fire 
alarm devices in the new 
building, gym and five 
classrooms that will re-
main in the old middle 
school, along with fire 
alarms in the existing 
high school, all of which 
will function as one oper-
ating system. That price 
also includes the pur-
chase of a folding parti-
tion and necessary steel 
beam for one of the class-
rooms. 

Other action approved 
by the board unrelated to 
construction included: 

•Approval of a 3-year 
re-inspection with Air 
Source Technology Inc., 
in the cost of $3,950 and 
required asbestos train-
ing and awareness. 

•Approved the pre-
school calendar for the 

2024-2025 school year. 
The first day will be Aug. 
26 and the last day May 
15, 2025. 

•Approved purchase of 
a 2023 handicap van for 
$82,949 paid by special 
education funds. The van 
should arrive in about a 
month and will be used 
to transport wheelchair-
bound students. 

•Approved a $20,000 
agreement with the Mar-
ion-Crittenden County 
Park Board for annual 
use of facilities, and con-
tinuation of a 10-year 
lighting project through 
Dec. 31, 2035.  

•Heard a report from 
technology coordinator 
Ben Grainger concerning 
the Internet Protection 
Act of 2001 and usage of 
security filters in place 
for internet use by stu-
dents. 

•Approved SBDM allo-
cations of $100 per stu-
dent. 

•Approved payment to 
Jackson Knob for bian-
nual emergency response 
training for the school 
district, which includes 
the Marion Police Depart-
ment and Crittenden 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
Cost for the training, to 
be conducted fall 2024, is 
$3,604.

Hutson Lanham’s November buck has won Marion 
Tourism and Hodge’s Sports and Apparel’s annual 
Youth Division of the Marion Big Buck Contest.

Lanham’s deer brings in top youth prize from Big Buck Contest



STAFF REPORT 
There’s a common mantra 

in baseball, no matter the 
level, attesting that, “You can 
never have too much pitch-
ing.” 

Third-year Rocket head 
baseball coach Devin Belt 
isn’t getting cocky, but he’s 
certainly doing some crowing 
about his pitching staff this 
spring. 

“We’re about as deep in our 
rotation as we’ve been since 
I’ve been here,” said Belt, a 
former Rocket pitcher himself 
and owner of a no-hitter.  

Belt’s 2024 version of the 
Rockets will no doubt be 
buoyed by a cast of arms, 
both righties and lefties, with 
a blend of young and old 
stuff. Senior Jeremiah Foster 
is the veteran mainstay of the 
staff, but he’s shelved from 
pitching for the first few 
weeks due to a shoulder in-
jury. Belt won’t push his re-
turn until the senior ace is 
ready to go. 

“We need him in May much 
more than we need him in 
March,” Belt said. 

Foster has been a starter 
since his freshman season 
and he’s among career lead-
ers in wins, innings pitched 
and strikeouts.  

Rounding out the pitching 
corps are southpaws senior 
Tyler Belt, junior Chase 
Conyer and sophomore Jay-
den Gibson; and righties, jun-
ior Asa McCord; sophomores 
Quinn Summers and Keegan 
Pierson; freshman Jaxton 
Duncan; and middle school-
ers Hudson Stokes and Drake 
Young. 

Senior Casey Cates has 
been on the team since he 
was in seventh grade and has 
been an everyday starter for 
much of it. He will catch with 
eighth-grader Zack Rustin as 
his backup. 

Around the horn, Conyer 
and Foster are likely first 
basemen when the season 
starts next week. Stokes and 
freshman Brady Dayberry are 
working out at second base 
and Summers is holding 
down shortstop. 

“Quinn has really become 
an incredible player,” Coach 
Belt said. “He’s on a trajectory 
that could take him to being 
in a conversation about 
player of the year in the re-
gion one day.” 

Summers hit over .500 for a 
time last spring before set-
tling with a .375 average and 
leading the team in batting, 
just ahead of Belt at .328 and 
Conyer at .311. 

At third base Foster will fig-
ure into the mix when his 
arm is right, but early on fans 
will likely see a medley of op-
tions including Stokes, Young 
and Pierson.  

Belt will anchor the outfield 
in center. 

“He flies around out there. 
He’s quick as a cat and has 
the freedom to go get every-
thing he can,” the coach said. 

Belt stole 38 bases last 
spring to set a new school 
record. His coach thinks 
there is more in the tank and 
expects Belt’s speedy 
baserunning to continue, so 
long as he finds a way on 
base. 

McCord should lock down 
left field when he’s not on the 
mound, and in right field the 
coaching staff is looking at a 

number of guys, including 
junior Kaiden Travis, eighth-
grader Eli Lovell and Gibson.  

While pitching should be 
the team’s strength, Coach 
Belt says the bats are im-
proved over last year when 
CCHS finished 10-13. 

“That was a little disap-
pointing for us. That’s not 
where we want to be,” he 
said. “We’re chasing that 23-
win season we had a few 
years ago and we want to be 
in position to make a run at 
the end of the year.” 

Numbers have been so high 
in pre-season camp that the 

Rockets are having split prac-
tices with older guys working 
out right after school and an-
other younger group coming 
in a couple of hours later.  

“Managing so many play-
ers, getting everyone enough 
reps has been a challenge,” 
Belt said. “But it’s a great 
problem to have.” 

Lyon County is widely con-
sidered the top team in the 
region and will be the odds on 
favorite to win the Fifth Dis-
trict. Belt thinks his club has 
enough weapons to become a 
significant challenger in the 
district this season.  

“We are very excited about 
the season. I think we have a 
chance to be pretty good and 
make some noise in the dis-
trict,” he said.

BASKETBALL 
Guess MSC Freshman of Yr 

   Crittenden County’s Taylor Guess 
has been named 2024 Mid-South 
Conference Women's Basketball 
Freshman of the Year. The freshman 
at Lindsey Wilson becomes the pro-
gram's fifth player all-time to be tabbed 
the conference's top freshman. 
   Guess scored 19 points, was named 
player of the game and led her team to 
an opening round win over Freed-
Hardeman in the Mid-South Confer-
ence quarterfinals. Her team lost to 
Campbellsville in the semifinals. 
   Guess appeared in all 12 of the Blue 
Raiders' conference games during the 
regular season. She scored in double-
figures five times, including back-to-
back 19-point performances against 
Bethel (Tenn.) and Freed-Hardeman 
(Tenn.) in February. Her conference 
scoring average was 8.9 points per 
game. She also added a 34-for-42 ef-
fort from the charity stripe and con-
tributed the team's second-most 
rebounds, along with 13 assists, 8 
steals and 4 blocks. 
  On the season, Guess scored 9.4 
points an outing and ranked second 
overall on the team for total blocks and 
rebounds. 

Walker, Champ All-District 

   Crittenden County sophomore 
Bryson Walker and senior Travis 
Champion were named to the All Fifth 
District Basketball Team. Champion 
was selected despite playing in just 6 
games due to a knee injury. Walker 
played in 27 games and averaged 19 
points. Champion is among the 
school’s all-time leading scorers. He 
averaged almost 14 points in the 
games in which played this season. 
 

5th District Tournament 

GIRLS AT LYON COUNTY 
MONDAY’S FIRST ROUND 

Lyon County 80, Trigg County 31 
Crittenden 52, Livingston Cent. 44 

THURSDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
Lyon County 77, Crittenden Co. 74 
 

BOYS AT LYON COUNTY 
TUESDAY’S FIRST ROUND 

Lyon County 88, Crittenden Co. 48 
Trigg Co. 73, Livingston Central 48 

FRIDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
Lyon County 100, Trigg County 50 
 

2nd Region Tournament 

GIRLS AT TRIGG COUNTY 
MONDAY’S FIRST ROUND 

Henderson Co. 72, Crittenden Co. 44 
Christian County 56, Madisonville 51  

TUESDAY’S FIRST ROUND 
Hopkinsville 56, Union County 47 
Hopkins Central 61, Lyon County 59 

FRIDAY’S SEMIFINALS 
Henderson Co. vs Christian Co., 6pm 
Hopkisnville vs Hopkins Central, 7:30 

SATURDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
7pm at Trigg County 
 

BOYS AT HOPKINSVILLE 
WEDNESDAY’S FIRST ROUND 

Henderson Co. vs. Trigg County, 6pm 
UHA vs Caldwell County, 7:30pm 

THURSDAY’S FIRST ROUND 
Madisonville vs Union County, 6pm 
Lyon County vs. Christian Co. 7:30pm 

MONDAY’S SEMIFINALS 
Henderson/Trigg vs UHA/Cald., 6pm 
Mad./Union vs Lyon/Christian, 7:30pm 

TUESDAY’S CHAMPIONSHIP 
7pm at Hopkinsville 
 
COACHING 

New golf, football assignments 

   Crittenden County School District 
has announced new coaching assign-
ments at the school and all of them 
are former Rocket athletes. The new 
middle school football head coach will 
be Ethan Dossett. Assistant middle 
school football coach will be Hunter 
Boone. Devin Belt will be the new golf 
coach. He is also baseball coach and 
assistant basketball coach. 
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Lyon spoils CCHS shot at three-peat

ROCKET SCHEDULE 
March 12 Community Christian  
March 14 Heritage Christian 
March 15 at Christian Fellowship 
March 16 Fort Campbell 
March 18 at Trigg County 
March 19 at Dawson Springs 
March 21 at Livingston Central 
March 22 at Hopkins Central 
March 26 Mayfield 
March 29 at Lyon County 
April 1 Rutherford at Panama City  
April 3 Clinton Co. at Panama City  
April 4 Casey Co. at Panama City  
April 5 Lincoln Co. at Panama City  
April 8 Livingston Central  
April 15 Trigg County 
April 16 Livingston Central 
April 18 at Community Christian 
April 19 Lyon County 
April 22 Caldwell County 
April 23 at Heritage Christian 
April 25 University Heights 
April 26 Hopkins Central 
April 29 at Webster County 
May 4 at Union County 
May 6 Dawson Springs 
May 7 Union County 
May 9 at University Heights 
May 10 Christian Fellowship 
May 14 Webster County  
May 16 at Caldwell County 
___________________ 

Softball on Deck 
   CCHS’s softball team opens 
its season Monday at Hopkins 
Central. The Press will feature 
the girls team in next week’s 
season outlook. Track and 
field will also be previewed 
next week. Its season opens 
March 15. 

ROCKET ROSTER 
Casey Cates       12        C, RHP 
Tyler Belt            12       CF, LHP 
Jeremiah Foster 12    3B, 1B, RHP 
Chase Conyer     11        1B, LHP 
Asa Mccord         11       OF, RHP 
Kaiden Travis      11       OF, RHP 
Quinn Summers 10       SS, RHP 
Ethan Thomas    10            1B 
Caleb Riley          10        2B, OF 
Keegan Pierson  10       3B, RHP 
Jayden Gibson    10       OF, LHP 
Jaxton Duncan    9        OF, RHP 
Jake Rich             9        3B, RHP 
Davis Perryman   9             OF 
Brady Dayberry    9     SS, 2B, RHP 
Hudson Stokes     8         IF, RHP 
Drake Young        8        3B, RHP 
Eli Lovell              8      OF, C, RHP 
Eli Herrin              8              C 
Zack Rustin          8              C 
Colt Bailey            8        2B, RHP 
CJ Nelson            8             OF 
Whyatt Gibson     8             OF 
Hayden Hughes   7        OF, RHP 
Jett Champion     7        SS, RHP 
Eden Bryant         7        OF, RHP 
Roane Topp          7      OF, C, RHP 
___________________ 

STAFF REPORT  
As long as grasses grow and rivers 

flow, beating Lyon County at Eddyville in 
girls’ basketball is going to be tougher 
than chewing down the edge of a bone. 

Crittenden County’s second-quarter 
15-point lead wasn’t even enough to 
hold the fort as the Lady Lyons beat Crit-
tenden County 77-74 in the Fifth Dis-
trict Tournament championship 
Thursday, spoiling the Rocket girls’ 
hopes of trimming the district nets three 
years in a row.  

It would have been an unprecedented 
post-season run for the CCHS – which 
had won the last two district tourna-
ments – but Lyon was on point in the 
last half, overcoming a deficit that could 
have wilted most opponents. 

Home-court advantage came complete 
with a couple of scoreboard malfunc-
tions, flashing white lights because 
someone pulled the gym’s fire alarm at 
one point and then there was another 
brief fourth-quarter delay to clean pop-
corn off of the floor. 

None of it rattled the home-standing 
Lyons.  

Trailing by a point with just over a 
minute to go, Crittenden turned the ball 
over on a five-second call trying to in-
bounds the ball at midcourt. From there, 
Lyon had an opportunity to run some 
valuable time off the clock before Elliot 

Evans gave up her fifth foul to stop the 
timer, sending Lyon guard Piper Cotham 
to the line with 52 seconds left. Cotham 
sank both foul shots then dropped in a 
couple more seconds later after CCHS 
turned the ball over on a jump ball in 
front court, and fouled the Lyon point 
guard again.  

Crittenden’s Anna Boone hit a three 
from the top of the key with 14 seconds 
to go, pulling her team to within one 
again, 75-74, which kept the crowd en-
gaged for a time. However, Cotham’s last 
two free throws with two seconds left 
sealed the deal. 

Boone, who scored 27 in the champi-
onship game, was chosen Fifth District 
Player of the Year and teammates Jor-
dyn Hodge and Evans were named to the 
all-district team. 

Crittenden forward Andrea Federico 
scored a career-high 16 points and cen-
ter Bristyn Rushing tied her career best 
with 14, but it still wasn’t enough to help 
CCHS overcome Lyon’s home-court 
edge. Five of the last nine Fifth District 
Tournaments have been won by the 
home team. 

 
Crittenden County   25    47    59  74 
Lyon County            20    44    62  77 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 27, Evans 7, Hodge 8, Fed-
erico 16, Rushing 14, Stewart 2, Holeman. FG 29. 3-
pointers 8 (Boone 4, Evans, Hodge, Federico 2). FT 
8-12. 
LYON – Taylor 15, Cotham 28, Corsey 4, Wynn 12, 
Akridge 1, Holland 9, Perry 8. FG 27. 3-pointers 10 
(Cotham 4, Wynn 4, Holland). FT 13-17.

Multiple arms give Rockets bright baseball hope

District runners-up      Champion             Walker Named to the All Fifth District Team were 
(from left) Elliot Evans, Player of the Year 
Anna Boone and Jordyn Hodge.

Sophomore guard Anna Boone scored 21 points Monday against 
Henderson County to move up to No. 7 on the Lady Rockets’ ca-
reer-scoring leaderboard.

STAFF REPORT 
One victory shy of a cov-

eted threshold, Crittenden 
County just missed its fifth 
20-win season in coach 
Shannon Hodge’s 31 years 
as the Lady Rocket skipper, 
losing 72-44 to Henderson 
County Monday in the open-
ing round of the Second Re-
gion Tournament. 

Sophomore Anna Boone, 
the Fifth District Player of 
the Year, scored 21 points 
against the Lady Colonels, 
moving up to No. 7 on the 
Lady Rocket career scoring 
list with 1,131 points, just 
two shy of being in the sixth 
spot. 

Crittenden kept the game 
close for a half. With under 
two minutes to play in the 
second period, the Lady 
Rockets trailed Henderson 
(23-7) by just three. How-
ever, two quick threes gave 
the Colonel women a nine-
point halftime cushion. They 
expanded it quickly in the 

third and led by 16 by the 
start of the final quarter. 

Henderson was more 
physical and beat CCHS to 
the basket often, prompting 
Crittenden to deploy a zone 
defense. Henderson had an 
answer. It was able to get 
some back door cuts and 
finished with seven three-
pointers. 

For Crittenden it brought 
their season to a close 
against the same team that 
defeated the Rocket girls in 
the regional championship a 
year earlier. 
 
Crittenden County   12    20    34  44 
Henderson County  17    29    50  72 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 21, Evans 6, 
Hodge 9, Federico 2, Rushing 4, 
Champion 2, Holeman, Stewart, Mun-
day, Walker. FG 16. 3-pointers 1 
(Boone). FT 7-9. 
HENDERSON – Gish 7, Gardner 4, 
Kemp 4, Rideout 16, Cansler 9, 
Green 16, Gibson 16, Stanley, Bur-
nett, Locher, Estabrook, Hall. FG 28. 
3-pointers 7. FT 9-13. 

SECOND REGION 

Lady Rockets fall to 
Henderson in opener; 
finish with 19 wins



BY DARYL K. TABOR 
CRITTENDEN COUNTY CLERK 

In Kentucky’s rural communi-
ties, we have lost much of our 
identities and self-sufficiency over 
the decades. Locally, the amount 
of goods and services to leave town 
and never come back has made life 
more inconvenient for us. 

One of the latest hassles is dri-
ver’s licensing. Frankfort bureau-
crats felt it a good idea a few years 
ago to remove issuance of IDs from 
each county in favor of regional of-
fices. Now, Crittenden Countians 
are forced to drive at least an hour 
to Paducah, Madisonville, May-
field, Henderson or Hopkinsville to 
get, renew or update their driver’s 
license or ID. 

Now, lawmakers and bureau-
crats see their mistake. Their so-
lution is to offer it back to 
communities through county 
clerks… in a typical move, put 
what was a state-administered 
program on the backs of local gov-
ernment. Kentucky would pay for 
equipment and software, but not 
staffing and redesign of offices to 

accommodate the service. 
To be frank, as Crittenden 

County Clerk, I oppose what Sen-
ate Bill 91 proposes – giving 
county clerks the ability to opt into 
providing driver’s licensing serv-
ices. This is not because I believe 
the regional model works for our 
residents. It doesn’t! My reasoning 
is that our office cannot suffi-
ciently handle the added duties 
and provide the level of service it 
requires without adding additional 
staff and reconfiguring an office 
less than six months old. 

While some clerks across the 
state are on board with optional li-
censing, many in western Ken-
tucky are not. We expect that 
“optional” would soon become 
mandatory and spread our offices 
even thinner across motor vehicle 
licensing, election administration, 
property taxes and recording and 
maintaining land and other vital 
records.  

That means each department 

becomes weaker and less efficient. 
That means your wait in line is 
longer. That means a higher cost 
to customers. That means over-
burdened staff. That means a 
greater risk for inadvertent errors. 
And there’s no aspect of our office 
that could not have serious reper-
cussions if mistakes are made, 
particularly elections and driver’s 
licensing, should that come to 
pass. 

Have you ever had a favorite 
burger joint that decides to diver-
sify by adding salads, then break-
fast, then seafood, then a lunch 
buffet, then pizza and on and on? 
Eventually, the restaurant you 
once loved for doing something so 
well, does a lot of things so-so. 

The Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet and lawmakers need to 
find a better way to fix the problem 
they created. More regular and ad-
equately equipped “pop-up” loca-
tions in each county would be a 
simple and good start. Pawning off 
mistakes onto someone else is not 
an answer.

THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, March 7, 2024                                                                                                                                    10

Guest Commentary

ThePress 
eEdition 

The whole newspaper sent 
to your inbox or  

smartphone at noon  
every Wednesday  

No Ink, No Postal 
Delays, No Problems 

Ask Us About It 
270-965-3191 

We Print Business Cards 
Banners - Announcements 

LICENSE 
Continued from page 1 

twice and Madisonville 
twice. As a first-time 
driver, he’s been working 
toward a full license in 
the graduated license 
program. Bull tries to 
schedule appointments 
on days she’s not sched-
uled to work. That isn’t 
always possible, but by 
checking openings at 
centers in both cities, she 
is sometimes able to get 
appointments on her 
days off. 

Bull likes the proposed 
legislation, but says she 
isn’t “holding her 
breath,” figuring it will 
never happen. 

Alaina Barnes of Salem 
said her experience at 
the Paducah regional li-
censing center has been 
mixed, but inconvenient 
on all counts. 

“My mom had to drive 
to Paducah three times 

to finally get her license, 
and she’s almost 80. 
Every time she’d go they 
needed something differ-
ent,” Barnes said. “When 
my son went it took an 
hour and half. It was 
packed. People make ap-
pointments but it doesn’t 
really matter because 
you’re in the same line 
with everybody else. I 
didn’t have any problems 
getting my license re-
newed; it took at least an 
hour waiting in line.” 

“I know people are in-
convenienced by the cur-
rent system,” Tabor, the 
county clerk, said. “But 
we will not be able han-
dle it any better. Lines 
would probably be like 
they are in Paducah be-
cause we have lot on 
going on.” 

The clerk’s office han-
dles motor vehicle regis-
trations, deeds, elections, 
public records, delin-
quent tax collection and 

other tasks.  
“Some days we’re really 

busy and there could be 
an hour wait before we 
could get to you,” he 
said. 

Tabor fears that the 
cost will also be passed 
along to counties. The 
clerk believes lawmakers 
have taken heat from the 
public and are trying to 
put the burden on some-
one other than the state 
transportation depart-
ment to solve the matter. 

“We would have to hire 
someone and would have 
an expense to set up an 
area to process licenses,” 
he adds. 

“It never should have 
left counties in the first 
place. It’s a major incon-
venience, I know,” Tabor 
said. 

Circuit clerks, who ad-
ministered driver’s li-
censing before 2020, are 
supported by the Ken-
tucky Administrative Of-

fice of the Courts while 
county clerks are local 
government fee-based of-
fices without a great deal 
of financial support from 
the state. 

“Every county official 
in Kentucky wants it 
back in counties, but 
how do you do it, how do 
you pay for it?” Critten-
den’s county judge asks. 

A similar bill passed in 
the House this week to 
expand availability of dri-
ver’s license centers. It 
would allow “third-party’ 
vendors to administer 
them. There are 120 
counties in Kentucky, 
and currently only 32 re-
gional licensing centers. 

The senate version 
passed out of committee 
37-0 with a committee 
substitute and commit-
tee amendment. It was 
sent to the House Com-
mittee on Committees 
and has been stalled 
there since Feb. 21.

Business 
partner
of the 
month

For every new account  
opened in the month of March, 

we are donating $20 to  
the Rocket Foundation.

270-965-1230
www.efirstunitedbank.com

open your account today!
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n February was the warmest and driest in several years. With an 
average temperature of 46.7 degrees, it was milder than anyting 
Crittenden County has seen for February since 2017 when the 
average temp was 47.6. Precipitation wise, 2017 was almost as 
dry as this year’s February, but 2024 wins the measure with 1.7 
inches. The average precip in Feburary since 2016 is 5.7 inches. 
In 2017, the county saw the second driest February in the last 10 
years with 1.9 inches. 
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Clerk: Adding DL duties weakens performance

Lake George’s temporary rock dam is about halfway com-
plete based on this aerial photo taken late last week from 
above the adjacent failing levee. The temporary dam will 
provide a safety net in case the earthen levee fails. 

Temporary coffer dam about 
halfway to 35,000-ton project
STAFF REPORT 

Contractors are about 
halfway finished with a 
coffer dam being built at 
Lake George to provide a 
safety mechanism for the 
failing earthen levee. 

By the time the tempo-
rary barrier is finished, 
there will have been 
35,000 ton of rock 
poured into the lake. 

An emergency permit 
to build the temporary 
dam was issued months 
ago and the Kentucky 
Department of Emer-
gency Management is 
paying for the work. It re-
cently reimbursed Mar-
ion for the initial 
$750,000 on the project 

that could cost around 
$4 million. 

The temporary fix is 
designed to last not more 
than five years, which 
will buy Marion time to 
find a long-term solution 
to its water situation. A 
permanent repair of the 
Lake George levee would 
cost an additional $4-5 
million, based on esti-
mates. 

For now, Marion is 
banking on Crittenden-
Livingston Water District 
being able to eventually 
meet its demand for 
drinking water. The dis-
trict is moving toward an 
expansion that will dou-
ble the size of its plant. 

BY DARYL K. TABOR 
CRITTENDEN COUNTY CLERK 

In Kentucky’s rural communi-
ties, we have lost much of our 
identities and self-sufficiency over 
the decades. Locally, the amount 
of goods and services to leave town 
and never come back has made life 
more inconvenient for us. 

One of the latest hassles is dri-
ver’s licensing. Frankfort bureau-
crats felt it a good idea a few years 
ago to remove issuance of IDs from 
each county in favor of regional of-
fices. Now, Crittenden Countians 
are forced to drive at least an hour 
to Paducah, Madisonville, May-
field, Henderson or Hopkinsville to 
get, renew or update their driver’s 
license or ID. 

Now, lawmakers and bureau-
crats see their mistake. Their so-
lution is to offer it back to 
communities through county 
clerks… in a typical move, put 
what was a state-administered 
program on the backs of local gov-
ernment. Kentucky would pay for 
equipment and software, but not 
staffing and redesign of offices to 

accommodate the service. 
To be frank, as Crittenden 

County Clerk, I oppose what Sen-
ate Bill 91 proposes – giving 
county clerks the ability to opt into 
providing driver’s licensing serv-
ices. This is not because I believe 
the regional model works for our 
residents. It doesn’t! My reasoning 
is that our office cannot suffi-
ciently handle the added duties 
and provide the level of service it 
requires without adding additional 
staff and reconfiguring an office 
less than six months old. 

While some clerks across the 
state are on board with optional li-
censing, many in western Ken-
tucky are not. We expect that 
“optional” would soon become 
mandatory and spread our offices 
even thinner across motor vehicle 
licensing, election administration, 
property taxes and recording and 
maintaining land and other vital 
records.  

That means each department 

becomes weaker and less efficient. 
That means your wait in line is 
longer. That means a higher cost 
to customers. That means over-
burdened staff. That means a 
greater risk for inadvertent errors. 
And there’s no aspect of our office 
that could not have serious reper-
cussions if mistakes are made, 
particularly elections and driver’s 
licensing, should that come to 
pass. 

Have you ever had a favorite 
burger joint that decides to diver-
sify by adding salads, then break-
fast, then seafood, then a lunch 
buffet, then pizza and on and on? 
Eventually, the restaurant you 
once loved for doing something so 
well, does a lot of things so-so. 

The Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet and lawmakers need to 
find a better way to fix the problem 
they created. More regular and ad-
equately equipped “pop-up” loca-
tions in each county would be a 
simple and good start. Pawning off 
mistakes onto someone else is not 
an answer.
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LICENSE 
Continued from page 1 

twice and Madisonville 
twice. As a first-time 
driver, he’s been working 
toward a full license in 
the graduated license 
program. Bull tries to 
schedule appointments 
on days she’s not sched-
uled to work. That isn’t 
always possible, but by 
checking openings at 
centers in both cities, she 
is sometimes able to get 
appointments on her 
days off. 

Bull likes the proposed 
legislation, but says she 
isn’t “holding her 
breath,” figuring it will 
never happen. 

Alaina Barnes of Salem 
said her experience at 
the Paducah regional li-
censing center has been 
mixed, but inconvenient 
on all counts. 

“My mom had to drive 
to Paducah three times 

to finally get her license, 
and she’s almost 80. 
Every time she’d go they 
needed something differ-
ent,” Barnes said. “When 
my son went it took an 
hour and half. It was 
packed. People make ap-
pointments but it doesn’t 
really matter because 
you’re in the same line 
with everybody else. I 
didn’t have any problems 
getting my license re-
newed; it took at least an 
hour waiting in line.” 

“I know people are in-
convenienced by the cur-
rent system,” Tabor, the 
county clerk, said. “But 
we will not be able han-
dle it any better. Lines 
would probably be like 
they are in Paducah be-
cause we have lot on 
going on.” 

The clerk’s office han-
dles motor vehicle regis-
trations, deeds, elections, 
public records, delin-
quent tax collection and 

other tasks.  
“Some days we’re really 

busy and there could be 
an hour wait before we 
could get to you,” he 
said. 

Tabor fears that the 
cost will also be passed 
along to counties. The 
clerk believes lawmakers 
have taken heat from the 
public and are trying to 
put the burden on some-
one other than the state 
transportation depart-
ment to solve the matter. 

“We would have to hire 
someone and would have 
an expense to set up an 
area to process licenses,” 
he adds. 

“It never should have 
left counties in the first 
place. It’s a major incon-
venience, I know,” Tabor 
said. 

Circuit clerks, who ad-
ministered driver’s li-
censing before 2020, are 
supported by the Ken-
tucky Administrative Of-

fice of the Courts while 
county clerks are local 
government fee-based of-
fices without a great deal 
of financial support from 
the state. 

“Every county official 
in Kentucky wants it 
back in counties, but 
how do you do it, how do 
you pay for it?” Critten-
den’s county judge asks. 

A similar bill passed in 
the House this week to 
expand availability of dri-
ver’s license centers. It 
would allow “third-party’ 
vendors to administer 
them. There are 120 
counties in Kentucky, 
and currently only 32 re-
gional licensing centers. 

The senate version 
passed out of committee 
37-0 with a committee 
substitute and commit-
tee amendment. It was 
sent to the House Com-
mittee on Committees 
and has been stalled 
there since Feb. 21.
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Coldest    Warmest   Wettest 
  Temp         Temp         Day 
   16.2            74.3           0.69

Sun., Feb. 18                 Mon., Feb. 26              Sat., Feb. 10

FEBRUARY 2024

                                           2023            2022          2021         2020          2019          2018 
Average Temp          
Coldest Temp           
Hottest Temp            
Precipitation             
Wettest Day              

n February was the warmest and driest in several years. With an 
average temperature of 46.7 degrees, it was milder than anyting 
Crittenden County has seen for February since 2017 when the 
average temp was 47.6. Precipitation wise, 2017 was almost as 
dry as this year’s February, but 2024 wins the measure with 1.7 
inches. The average precip in Feburary since 2016 is 5.7 inches. 
In 2017, the county saw the second driest February in the last 10 
years with 1.9 inches. 
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Clerk: Adding DL duties weakens performance

Lake George’s temporary rock dam is about halfway com-
plete based on this aerial photo taken late last week from 
above the adjacent failing levee. The temporary dam will 
provide a safety net in case the earthen levee fails. 

Temporary coffer dam about 
halfway to 35,000-ton project
STAFF REPORT 

Contractors are about 
halfway finished with a 
coffer dam being built at 
Lake George to provide a 
safety mechanism for the 
failing earthen levee. 

By the time the tempo-
rary barrier is finished, 
there will have been 
35,000 ton of rock 
poured into the lake. 

An emergency permit 
to build the temporary 
dam was issued months 
ago and the Kentucky 
Department of Emer-
gency Management is 
paying for the work. It re-
cently reimbursed Mar-
ion for the initial 
$750,000 on the project 

that could cost around 
$4 million. 

The temporary fix is 
designed to last not more 
than five years, which 
will buy Marion time to 
find a long-term solution 
to its water situation. A 
permanent repair of the 
Lake George levee would 
cost an additional $4-5 
million, based on esti-
mates. 

For now, Marion is 
banking on Crittenden-
Livingston Water District 
being able to eventually 
meet its demand for 
drinking water. The dis-
trict is moving toward an 
expansion that will dou-
ble the size of its plant. 


